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Pat McKnight President’s Greetings
pmcknight@centurytel.net
Finally, we are getting some This year the ice is forming
S goMof Prreclore — cold weather that is reminiscent ~ and people are on the ice to do
of years ago when we could ex-  some fishing. FBR promotes win-
President pect cold and snow around deer  ter activities such as snowshoe-
(7??)"2‘985_32'6%7 season. ing, hiking or skiing to stay active
Since | am a skier | am look- at this time of the year.
Vice-President ing forward to some snow. The more activities that you
&";g;hzg\f;é%; Seems like we have not had have makes the winter go quick-
good snow for many years. er. So enjoy the four seasons
Sec"ej?l';"é"l"elfs“re’ | don't mind cold weather as it  that we have and stay active...
(715') 2901491 a good time to cut wood if you Steve Rake
Members of the Board burn it for heat. FBR President
Sue Bitter \_ )
(715) 896-1632
Dan Moore Vision
(715) 937-5097 The Friends of the Black River is a citizen-led organization that is a well-
Derek Frederickson informed, respected, active contributor to projects and decision-making
(608) 287-9240 enhancing the river and its watershed.
Jeff Polzin .o
(715) 896-5534 Pission
Jackson Burgau The Friends of the Black River will foster community appreciation,
(406) 334-9331. understanding, and sustainable use of the river and its watershed by hosting
educational and enjoyable programs, events and conservation projects and by
b tsl\t/laf}zer " promoting wise decision-making when issues affect the health of the Black
at vicKnig River Basin.

\_ (608) 526-9873 .
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Upcoming meetings and events for 2025

The programming schedule is being developed. | Monthly meetings are free and open to the pub-
Information about upcoming presentations will be | |ic. programs subject to change. Unless other-

send to your email inbox. o wise indicated, the Wednesday evening pro-
Announcements about FBR activities are also grams are held at 6:30 p.m. in The Hub meeting

g?::ﬁdR?\:‘eriz: Ei;?ggroaaggr:;ixz!oss::ien room at the Lunda Community Center. The com-
dar of events, broadcasted on WWIS and WCCN lrjn4un£[|3;é:s gﬁ/relrsllzﬁzted at 405 State Highway
Radio and published in the Banner Journal and ’ '
Clark County Press.

2025 FBR Board of Directors

FBR held its annual meeting October 9
meeting in The Hub at the Lunda Commu-
nity Center. An election for board mem-
bers was held; Steve Rake and Mitch
Wester were nominate and elected to re-
tain their seats on the board.

Jackson Burgau was elected to the
board, returning to fill a seat on the board
of directors following a several-year hia-
tus.

Also nominated and elected to two-year
terms on the board were Derek Fredrick-
son and Dan Moore, representing the
Clark County FBR Chapter.

At its November board meeting, the

. ‘ _ ’ board members elected Steve Rake as
Pictured are (back, left to right) Mitch Wester, Steve Rake, president, Mitch Wester as vice president

Jeff Polzin, Jackson Burgau, (front, left to right) Jill Clark, and Jill Clark as treasurer.
Sue Bitter and Yvonne Mair. Not available for the photo
were Derek Fredrickson and Dan Moore.
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Supporters to FBR’s mission in 2024

Kathy Carlyle Richard Hilliker Lois Smetana

Dan and Becky Deetz Brad and Monica Lobenstein Joe and Judy Tope

Judy Hansen Michael and Christina Mahan Tom Turk

Carl Herrmann and Jean Clare McNamara and Neil Cox  Gross Motors
Higgins Steven Severson JBC Screen Printing

Support of our mission is greatly appreciated

Answer to page 1 photo question:

FBR members and guests enjoyed refreshments as they waited for the showing of the film, Our Plan-
et, Behind the Scenes. The annual movie night was held December 3 in The Hub at the Lunda Commu-
nity Center. The movie night was held in conjunction with FBR’s observance of its 20th anniversary. In
addition to the showing, attendees were treated to pizza, beverage, popcorn and cake.
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The Friends of the Black River has much to cel-
ebrate as it observes its 20th anniversary of its
role as stewards of the Black River and its water-
shed.

For two decades, the FBR has carried out its
mission of fostering community appreciation,
knowledge and the sustainable use of the Black
River and its watershed.

Friends of the Black River observe 20th Anniversary

~

Taking Action

Getting started

Although the process to form the watershed
stewardship organization began in 2003, it was
officially recognized by the Internal Revenue
Service as a nonprofit December 2004.

Geoff Alford served as FBR’s first president
and was succeeded by Andy Ellingson. John El-
liott was the third person to hold the position.

“'m proud to have been a founding board
member and past president,” said Ellingson. “We
had a great group of volunteers and local gov-
ernment support to help the group form and suc-
ceed. I've met so many great people over the
past 20 years. I've also learned a lot over the
past 20 years.”

Awards:

Ellingson lists being the recipient of the Leroy
Washburn Small Environmental Action award
and accepting the River Alliance award on behalf
of FBR as the highlights of his time with FBR.
FBR was also recognized with the River Grant
award on its 10th anniversary.

Addressing issues:

FBR has been in the forefront of addressing
environmental issues. Among those issues have
been disputed sand mining operations, invasive
plant and animal species encroachments and
recreational wake boat use.

FBR’s work to make the public aware of the
damage the wave enhancing watercraft cause
began in 2016. That year, FBR held a public in-
formation meeting, attended by nearly 70 mem-
bers of the public who learned about the impact
wake boats cause on the Black River impound-
ment. Unfortunately, the issue hasn’t been re-
solved, but there’s now a stronger movement to
have the boats more strictly regulated.

The invasive species situation also continues
and FBR works to educate residents and gov-
ernment entities about ways to halt or slow the
spread of nonnative plants and animals.

\_

FBR has held
cleanups of the river
and in observance of
Earth Day, as well as
the twice annual
Adopt-A-Highway
County Highway K.
The organization
urged those con- Sk
cerned about the en-
vironment to help
with cleanups during
the pandemic as an
activity they could do
outdoors while help-
ing the environment.

To keep the Black
River Basin enjoyable for residents and wildlife, FBR
regularly holds cleanups to pick up litter along road-
ways and remove illegal dump sites on public lands.

Water Action Volunteers collected stream data
and then entered the information into the statewide
water-quality database. The database is used to
monitor the health of the streams. Six creeks in the
area have been placed on a DNR watch list for phos-
phorus. The streams are Davis, Douglas, Sand, Big,
Soper and Roaring creeks.

Dedicated paddling enthusiasts spend many hours
clearing the streams of windfalls to allow safe pas-
sage for paddlers. To assist with access to the river
and streams, landings are maintained, signage in-
stalled and litter removed. Kayaking devotees have
also offered instruction sessions such as mini cours-
es at the BRFMS and Paddle on the Pond to intro-
duce novices to the sport.
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q 20th Anniversary celebration (continued) )

Educating the public:

As part of its public education mandate, FBR has
held free monthly programs open to the public.
Presentation topics about animals included pro-
grams about amphibians, bats, elk reintroduction
program, furbearing mammals, river mussels, rep-
tiles, exotic insects featuring a live tarantula and
Madagascar hissing cockroach, raising monarch
butterflies, falconry and songbirds and more.

Other topics included archaeology of Silver
Mound, geocaching, wilderness survival. Program-
ming even went out of this world when Joe Tope
shared his adventures chasing eclipses.

FBR also holds wildflower hikes in the spring and
late summer to aid the public about the native flora
found in the Black River watershed.

Hosting special programs:

The National Eagle Center of Wabasha, Minn.,
presented a program about the work it does with
eagles at the Black River Falls Middle School. Na-
ture’s Niche LLC’s program showcased its exotic
animals at the middle school was well.

FBR also held the showing of the Emmy-award
winning documentaries, “Mysteries of the Driftless”
and “Decoding the Driftless.” The documentaries
revealed the little-known special and unique geo-
logical, biological and archeological features of the
Driftless Region. The film was produced by Swe-
dish filmmaker Jonas Stenstrom of Untamed Sci-
ence with assistance from Tim Jacobson, Rob Nel-
son and the late George Howe.

FBR paddlers also appeared on television when
they were captured by WKBT News 8 Eye Piece’s
July 2014 segment. Wisconsin’s tourism board Dis-
cover Wisconsin has also taped members’ pad-
dling adventures.

Expanding the organization

FBR expanded into Clark County when Adam
Marciniak of Neillsville approached the FBR board
in October 2018 to start a chapter in that county.
Marciniak became the chair of the chapter and in
addition to holding cleanups in that county, the
Clark County group partnered with Clark Cultural
Art Center to hold the Earth Day event “Black River
Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow” to celebrate the
Black River.

Forming Partnerships:

Over the years, FBR has partnered with other
organizations to bring the special programs to the
community.

In May 2011, in partnership with the BRFPL and
members of the library’s green book club, FBR

Travel programs
While most of the programs were presented

by experts from the Driftless Region and sur-
rounding areas, some of the programs took at-
tendees further afield on trips to northern Cana-
da as well as the Antarctica, down the Mississip-
% and up the Missouri River and the Wisconsin

iver.

A Trip to Remember

During their
2016 trip to
Alaska, FBR
members Steve
Rake and Steve
Firkins took in
the state’s sce-
nic wilderness,
wildlife and tour-
ist attractions.
During their trip,
the travelers al-
so visited a
number of auto repair shops, unfortunately.

The auto repair shops weren’t on the itinerary,
but the drive to the 49th state proved too much
for their travel vehicle. Firkins documented the
bucket-list trip, and he and Rake presented the
film, “To Alaska and Back,” at the February 2018
meeting.

“We had some troubles that made it more of
an adventure,” said Firkins, reflecting philosophi-
cally. “All adventures seem to have their trou-
bles. Enjoy your troubles, they make it more
memorable.”

helped bring the Last River Rat, Kenny Salwey, to
Black River Falls. During his visit to the library,
Salwey told about life in the backwaters of the Mis-
sissippi River. His story was the subject of a Dis-
covery channel documentary aired in 2005.

FBR has partnered with Jackson In Action and
the Friends of the State Forest to hold seasonal
events to encourage folks to become active in the
outdoors. FBR also partners with Robinson Creek
Preservation Association, Wisconsin River Alliance
and Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.

More information about FBR’s history can be
found in past newsletters available on the organi-
zation’s website at www.friendsoftheblackriver.org
under the Newsletter tab.
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Department of Natural Resources
surveys conclude the overall status
of the Black River’s fishery looks
good. That was the message DNR
fisheries biologist Zach Woiak
shared during his program present-
ed to Friends of the Black River’s
members and guests at the organi-
zation’s Oct. 9 public meeting.

“The Black River has a really
healthy fish community,” said Woiak.
“It has a high quality and diverse
fishery. There’s so much food and
diversity in that river.”

A fisheries biologist since 2018,
Woiak has been stationed in Black
River Falls since 2022, covering Buf-
falo, Jackson, Trempealeau and
Clark counties.

Woiak discussed how he and his
co-workers conduct surveys. He al-
so shared how they tag sturgeon,
and muskies (muskellunge). He also
explained how the results of those
surveys are used for management
purposes.

“The Black River has an impres-
sive population of muskies,” said
Woiak. “The biggest one we sam-
pled was 49.7 inches.”

The DNR has stocked the river
with muskies from 1972 to 2022 with
the requested quotas of 1620 for
muskies filled every two years.

“Stocking helps to supplement the
limited muskie natural reproduction
in the river” said Woiak. “We found
the survival is better if the fingerlings
are larger. So that means, there are
fewer (for stocking) but percentage
of survival is higher.”

According to Woiak most muskies
are homebodies, but a tagged
musky was tracked traveling from
Lake Neshonic down the La Crosse
River, up the Mississippi River and
eventually getting caught in the
Black River downstream of the dam
in Black River Falls.

Muskies can sometimes hybridize
with northern pike and create a hy-
brid called a tiger muskie.

\_

Zach Woiak, (left) DNR fisheries biologist for Buffalo, Jackson,
Trempealeau and Clark counties talked with Adam Marciniak of
Clark County following the Friends of the Black River October
meeting.

“We have found a few muskies that have hybridized with north-
ern pike in the Black River,” said Woiak. “They are called ‘tiger
muskies’ because of the vertical striping along their bodies.”

The Black River is also home to a respectable lake sturgeon
population. Lake sturgeon were stocked in the upper Black River
between 2018 and 2024 in an attempt to rehabilitate the upper
river population. This idea was brought forth by the Jackson
County Wildlife Fund. Woiak says the fish species depends on
good water quality to thrive since the long-lived fish are generally
bottom feeders.

The species is often referred to as living fossils because fossil-
ized sturgeons have been found dating to the early Jurassic peri-
od. Modern-day sturgeon in the Black River can reach lengths of
over 65 inches.

“‘We no longer stock lake sturgeon because we want to ensure
the genetic integrity of the natural population,” said Woiak.
“Genetics have been a huge tool in stocking.”

The tagging and acoustic monitoring methods have produced
some unexpected data. The researchers use three types of tags;
one is attached to the fishes’ back, one is injected behind the
head and if the fish is large enough a third is sometimes surgically
implanted. The methods for catching the fish for tagging are net-
ting, electrofishing and hook-and-line. Woiak reported they have
the best success with the traditional hook-and-line method. One
tagged sturgeon in the Black River near Black River Falls traveled
down the Black River and up the Mississippi River all the way into
Pool 2 near St. Paul, Minn.

DNR biologist, continued on page 6
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More resources about the
IRA/ACEP program can be
found on the WCV website lo-

cated at https://
conservationvoters.org/priority
-campaigns/clean-energy-plan.

According to Quinn Rowe, Federal Clean Energy
Campaign Manager with the Wisconsin Conservation
Voters, the Inflation Reduction Act and the Affordable
Clean Energy Plan are part of the solution.

Rowe presented a program about IRA/ACEP at the
Nov. 13 Friends of the Black River’s public education
meeting held at the Lunda Community Center. Rowe
explained how the federal program is the means to
advance clean, affordable energy while helping to
combat climate change.

“We've found household clean energy generation
and home energy efficiency improvements have been
great solutions for homeowners to take,” said Rowe.
“However, the costs of these home improvements can
be a barrier to many households, especially for work-
ing-class and middle-class families. The tax credits
and rebates offered through the IRA/ACEP make
these clean energy and energy efficiency
home improvements significantly more affordable for
many Wisconsinites.”

Rowe went on to explain the plan provides 30 per-
cent tax credit on household solar, heat pumps, bat-
tery storage, home weatherization improvements, en-
ergy efficient appliances and more. The IRA/ACEP
also provides tax credits of up to $7,500 for the pur-
chase of new, American-made electric vehicles and up

DNR biologist, continued from page 5

Woiak assured fishing enthusiasts attending his
presentation that the Black River is also a good
source for panfish such as yellow perch, bluegill
and crappie.

Woiak grew up in Nekoosa and has been a
WDNR fisheries biologist since 2018. He has been
stationed at the Black River Falls’ office since 2022.
His presentation was part of FBR’s ongoing mission
to bring educational programs about the environ-
ment and conservation issues to the community.

to $4,000 for used. With the tax credit, partici-
pants can take up to 30 percent off the cost of
the product and installation off of their federal
income tax when filing. This tax credit will be a
part of the federal tax code until 2032.

The Home Efficiency Rebate Program
(HOMES) provides upfront rebates to home-
owners of between $1,500 and $10,000 for
whole-home energy efficiency upgrades, cover-
ing products like insulation, energy efficient
heating/cooling systems, electrical panel up-
grades and other similar improvements. While
a home energy assessment is required, 50 to
100 percent of the assessment’s cost can be
covered by the HOMES rebate.

The Home Electrification and Appliance Re-
bates (HEAR) program, anticipated to be rolled
out by the end of the year, provides upfront re-
bates up to $14,000 for working-class and mid-
dle-class households to purchase heat pumps
for space heating, heat pump water heaters,
heat pump electric appliances, electrical panel
upgrades, electrical wiring and insulation.
Households making less than 80 percent of
their area’s median income are eligible for 100
percent of the costs to be covered by HEAR,
while households making in between 80-150
percent of the area’s median income are eligi-
ble for 50 percent of the costs to be covered by
HEAR.

Applications for both HOMES and HEAR are
processed through Focus on Energy. Congress
allocated $149 million for Wisconsin to adminis-
ter both rebate programs, and these rebates
are offered on a first come, first served basis.

Another aspect of IRA/ACEP is the Solar for
All program scheduled to begin in 2025. The
program provides upfront rebates for working-
class and middle-class households to purchase
household solar system.

J
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Ways to support FBR’s mission

You can help support the mission of the Friends of the Black River by remembering FBR in your

will and with memorials or honorariums. Checks can be

contributions should be sent to PO Box 475, Black River Falls, WI 54615. Thank you.

made out to Friends of the Black River and

FBR sincerely thanks our members and other supporters for their continued dedication to FBR’s
mission to preserve and enhance the sustainable use of the Black River and its watershed.

New and renewing memberships always welcome

Memberships help Friends of the Black River continue
its mission to preserve and care for the Black River.

Show your support for that mission by renewing your
membership.

If you are renewing your membership, you do not need
to send in a membership form unless there’s been a
change in your contact information.

Please help us stay current

Please help us keep in touch by letting
us know your new e-mail and/or postal
addresses when they change.
Send your e-mail address changes to
info_fbr@yahoo.com

/

Become a new member by filling out the membership form below and mailing it with your membership dues
to the mailing address listed on the form. Renewing members do not need to submit a membership form

-

r————————————

Support your watershed - Join the Friends of the Black River
PLEASE PRINT

0 Enroll me as a member

O 1 would like to give this membership as a gift Name

(Card will be sent to recipient)
Occasion Address
Your name

Membership Categories (check one)

O Free Youth (up to age 18) Phone

L] $20.00 Individual '

O $25.00 Family Email

O $30.00 Business
[ $50.00 Cornerstone Member

| would like to make an additional contribution in the
amount of §

I’'m interested in serving on a committee:

O Land Preservation and Advocacy

[ Fundraising and Membership Recruitment

[ Programming

[ Clean ups and Special Events

[ Landings

[ ! am Interested in becoming a board member

___Jackson County Chapter
__ Clark County Chapter

Please check here __if you would like to receive a receipt.

Return registration form and checks payable to:

Friends of the Black River
PO Box 475
Black River Falls, W1 54615
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o Memberships are being gratefully accepted for 2025! o
i We depend on your support to keep Friends of the Black River a strong effective i
e protector of the watershed. e
- . . . . A
z\i Your membership will keep this newsletter coming to your e-mail or mail box! o
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Contributions to Friends of the Black River are used for -
Charitable contributions received by the Friends affect the health of the river and watershed
of the Black River will be used to support the goals e Support the protection and improvement of the
outlined in the FBR bylaws. Black River and its watershed for the benefit of
Those goals are: the general public
» Educate members and the public about the ecol- e Develop a working relationship with local officials
ogy of the Black River watershed and threats to and collaborate with conservation organizations
its health o Promote improved health of the river and water-
e Promote sustainable use and recreation on the shed through conservation projects and education
Black River and its watershed e Purchase land or easements for conservation
e Increase public awareness and membership purposes

e Promote sound decision-making when issues

Support of our mission is greatly appreciated
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