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(715) 2342087 President’s Greetings

Vice-President
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Mitch Wester Summer is almost gone but the getting back in the woods to cut
(715) 284-9637 heat is hanging on. Being a cool wood and clean-up fallen trees
Secretary/Treasurer weather person | can’'t wait for the and branches. It is also a great
Jill Clark weather to cool down. I'm always time to camp, hike or ride bike.
(715) 299-4491 busy as the weather cools with Our annual meeting will be
Membgr:seoéittlseerBoard L Greetings, continued on page 2 )
(715) 896-1632
Dan Moore Vasion
(715) 937-5097 The Friends of the Black River is a citizen-led organization that is a well-
Derek Frederickson informed, respected, active contributor to projects and decision-making
(608) 287-9240 enhancing the river and its watershed.
Jeff Polzin Pisss
(715) 896-5534 Lo
Pete Segerson The Friends of the Black River will foster community appreciation,
(715) 333-2033 understanding, and sustainable use of the river and its watershed by hosting
educational and enjoyable programs, events and conservation projects and by
Staffer promoting wise decision-making when issues affect the health of the Black
Pat McKnight River Basin.

\_ (608) 526-9873 .




Upcoming meetings and events for 2024

Wednesday, October 9: Annual meeting, board Monthly meetings are free and open to the public.
elections, guest speaker: Zachariah Woiak, DNR Programs subject to change. Unless otherwise

fisheries biologist for Buffalo, Clark, Jackson and o .
Trempealeau counties indicated, the Wednesday evening programs are
held at 6:30 p.m. in The Hub meeting room at the

Wednesday, November 13: Monthly meeting, still Lunda Community Center. The community center
to be determined. is located at 405 State Highway 54, Black River
Tuesday, December 3: Movie night, film still to be Falls.
determined

For up-to-date announcements of future events, check messages sent to your email in-box.

Announcements about FBR activities are also posted on FBR’s Facebook page and website, Black
River Area Chamber of Commerce’s calendar of events, broadcasted on WWIS and WCCN Radio and
published in the Banner Journal and Clark County Press.

Volunteers monitored stream health

Water Action Volunteers (WAV) visit their selected stream once a month, May through October, meas-
uring temperature, dissolved oxygen, turbidity, stream flow, and doing an invertebrate biotic index. The
data collected is put into a statewide database and provides information on long term trends in water
quality.

Long term monitors in Jackson County included Mitch and Sue Wester on Town Creek, Mike Brauner
on Kenyon Creek, Pete Segerson and Jerry Schmidt on Halls Creek. The Jackson County sites have
been monitored by FBR for more than 10 years. Carrie
Morrell has monitored O’Neill Creek in Clark County for
two years.

According to Pete Segerson, FBR WAV coordinator,
the abundant rains in early summer stored groundwater
and filled wetlands. WAV monitoring found very high
water temperatures (86 degrees F) this summer along
with lower dissolved oxygen readings.

“The higher water temperature makes dissolved oxy-
gen saturation lower,” said Pete. “We are also seeing
the lowest flow rates of the summer now in September.”

New monitors are always needed and equipment and
training is provided. Anyone interested in becoming a
WAV, contact Pete at 715-333-2033 for more infor-
mation.

Greetings, continued from page 1
Answer to page 1 photo question:

coming up October 9th at the Lunda Community Center. At this
g up y FBR vice president Mitch Wester

meeting we elect board members and could use some addi-
helps launch a couple paddlers at

tlonSs. to our bﬁarfd'” g doors t . ‘ this year’s Paddle in the Park. More
o enjoy the fall and get outdoors to exercise in some form. photos from the paddle can be found

FBR President )
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Volunteers found little trash during river cleanup

The Black River looks its best in more than 15 years with the smallest volume of trash ever collected
during an annual river cleanup held by the Friends of the Black River. That was the assessment of Friends
of the Black River Board member Jeff Polzin and the more than 15 volunteers who turned out to help with
FBR’s 2024 river cleanup.

“The lack of much trash indicates there’s less dumping and the effectiveness of more ongoing cleanups,”
said Jeff, cleanup coordinator.

Held August 24, 41miles of river were covered from Halls Creek to North Bend. Volunteers came from
Clark County and Texas. Dan Moore, FBR Board member from Clark County, helped Mitch and Sue West-
er along with a gentleman from Texas on the section from Mason’s to Hanson’s landings.

Terry Rand from Greenwood area in Clark County paddled with Jeff and Bill Steele from Lost Falls to
Melrose.

oS

A crew made up of Lori and Brad Chown and Terry and Eileen McGovern paddled the Black River from
Cormican Landing in Black River Falls to Mason’s Landing. They reported finding the Black River gener-
ally litter free.

Jeff recruited a group of Winona State Uni-
versity alumni at the Melrose Landing. The pad-
| dlers carried trash bags, cleaning from Melrose

| to North Bend. Terry and Eileen McGovern
along with Brad and Lori Chown cleared from
Cormican Landing in Black River Falls to Ma-
son’s Landing, south of BRF. Kathleen
Clemons and her friend Amanda Karau-Skaar
did seven miles of cleanup from Halls Creek to
McSweets finding almost no trash. Clients of
Lost Falls Campground did the section from
Hanson’s Landing to their home base.

Pete Segerson and Jerry Schmidt shuttled
canoes and trash. Sue Bitter and Jude Spohn
helped provide lunch and as well as riverbank
cleanup.

L

River cleanup volunteers Sue and Mitch Wester (back)
enjoy a well-earned appreciation lunch with other vol-

\unteers.
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When conservation groups join to-
gether, they can have a significant im-
pact on the welfare of Wisconsin’s
wildlife and the environment. This was
the message presented by Wisconsin
Wildlife Federation (WWF) Executive
Director Cody Kamrowski at the Sept.
11 Friends of the Black River.

Kamrowski presented a program
about WWF and the causes it champi-
ons at the September Friends of the
Black River meeting. WWF is a con-
servation group made up of hunters,
anglers, trappers and other individuals
actively engaged in the outdoors with
the mission of protecting the welfare of
the state’s wildlife and educating the
public.

Along with sharing information
about WWF and its educational pro-
gramming, Kamrowski’s presentation
covered the funding deficit at the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Re-
sources, efforts to regulate wake boats
and Wisconsin’s largest solar field de-
velopment.

WWEF has become engaged as an
intervener in the Vista Solar Sands
solar project in Portage County. If con-
structed, the proposed 8,500-acre so-
lar project would be the largest solar
project in Wisconsin and second larg-
est in the nation.

While the project will provide renew-
able energy, WWF is concerned about
the impact the arrays might have on
the Prairie Chicken population in the
area. The native prairie dwelling spe-
cies, so the birds aren’t comfortable
with overhead obstructions.

“l do support renewable energy,”
said Kamrowski. “Just because it’s re-
newable doesn’t mean it doesn’t have
an impact. We want to find the balance
between renewable energy and wild-
life.”

Representing WWF and its affiliated
groups, Kamrowski testified at the
Public Service Commission hearing
regarding the solar project.

“WWEF was well suited to become
an intervener as we want to find the

4 Wildlife federation director presents program about WWF )

Friends of the Black River Board member Pete Segerson (left)

talks with Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Executive Director Co-
dy Kamrowski at the FBR Sept. 11 meeting about the director’'s
work to protect the state’s wildlife.

between renewable energy development and localized wildlife
impacts,” said Kamrowski. “Our work will set statewide and po-
tentially national precedence for renewable energy siting for wild-
life and public land considerations.”

WWEF is raising the alarm about the funding shortfall Wiscon-
sin DNR is facing. The agency recently reported the fish and
wildlife account will experience a $16 million deficit by 2026. The
funds for the account is collected from licensing fees and covers
the cost of 20 percent of the agency’s work to protect the envi-
ronment and wildlife.

“We’re at the breaking point now,” said Kamrowski. “The fees
haven’t increased in 19 years, but inflation has increased 59 per-
cent over that time. The money is used for fisheries, wildlife man-
agement and law enforcement. We are looking for alternative
funding.”

Wave enhanced boats, more commonly known as wake boats
have become a growing issue for conservationists, fellow boat-
ers and property owners. Wake boats take on ballast water to
weight their sterns to create large wakes that are popular with
tubers and water skiers. The larger than average waves have
been known to capsize smaller watercraft, creating unsafe situa-
tions for passengers on other vessels and for people in the water
or on docks as well as damaging docks, piers and shorelines.

“They can scour lake or river bottoms, dislodge weed and wild
rice beds, reduce fish habitat, re-suspend sediments,” said Kam-
rowski. “These add nutrients to the water leading to algae
blooms and increasing turbidity. The watercrafts negatively

WWEF director, continued on page 5 /

balance of responsible co-existence
&Reacﬁng the River ~ Fall 2024



~

Hikers learn about native plants during prairie walk

About ten wildflower enthusiasts joined
prairie guide Steve Humphrey for the an-
nual prairie walk July 16 at the Bauer-
Brockway Barrens.

The 470-acre state natural area is lo-
cated near Lake Wazee on West Bauer
Road. At one time, the land was farmed,
but the soil wasn’t conducive to cultivation.
The county now owns and manages the
land.

According to Humphrey, there are 115
plant species that thrive under the right
weather conditions.

Before European settlers arrived in the
area, natives would set fire to the plants to
provide food for elk. In 1977, a wildland
fire burned a portion of the jack pine/oak
prairie land.

Today, shrubs found in the prairie in-
clude hazelnut and New Jersey tea.

Prairie walk guide Steve Humphrey points out a plant spe-
cies of interest to prairie walk hikers.

Black-eyed Susan Goats rue

WWE director, continued from page 4

impact shoreline vegetation which provides habitat, food and nesting for
insects, small aquatic species and waterfowl.”

Kamrowski has been working to increase the number of affiliate organiza-
tions joining WWF in the campaign to regulate wake boat usage on the
state’s lakes. He invited FBR to become an affiliate.

Kamrowski grew up in the Black River Falls area. A 2016 graduate of the
University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point, Kamrowski holds degrees in envi-
ronmental policy, sustainable energy and public administration/policy analy-
sis.

Kamrowski can be contacted by emailing: cody@wiwf.org or by visiting
the WWF website at http://wiwf.org.

His presentation was part of FBR’s ongoing mission to bring educational
programs about the environment and conservation issues to the community. Dwarf blazing star

\\
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Paddlers young and old took turns kayaking
during the annual Paddle in the Park held July
13 on the Kids’ Fishing Pond at the Lunda
Community Park. The event was one of the
attractions for the Festival in the Park.

' e ~
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Clark County FBR Chapter Chair Adam Marciniak
presented a check for $1,092.72 to city of Neillsville

Mayor Dewey Poeschel to support improvements to
the city’s kids’ trout pond. The funds for the donation
were made available through an award presented to
the Clark County Chapter by Atmus Filtration Tech-

nologies in observance of Earth Day.

J
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Ways to support FBR’s mission

You can help support the mission of the Friends of the Black River by remembering FBR in your

will and with memorials or honorariums. Checks can be

contributions should be sent to PO Box 475, Black River Falls, WI 54615. Thank you.

made out to Friends of the Black River and

FBR sincerely thanks our members and other supporters for their continued dedication to FBR’s
mission to preserve and enhance the sustainable use of the Black River and its watershed.

New and renewing memberships always welcome

Memberships help Friends of the Black River continue
its mission to preserve and care for the Black River.

Show your support for that mission by renewing your
membership.

If you are renewing your membership, you do not need
to send in a membership form unless there’s been a
change in your contact information.

Please help us stay current

Please help us keep in touch by letting
us know your new e-mail and/or postal
addresses when they change.
Send your e-mail address changes to
info_fbr@yahoo.com

/

Become a new member by filling out the membership form below and mailing it with your membership dues
to the mailing address listed on the form. Renewing members do not need to submit a membership form

-

r————————————

Support your watershed - Join the Friends of the Black River
PLEASE PRINT

0 Enroll me as a member

O 1 would like to give this membership as a gift Name
(Card will be sent to recipient)
Occasion Address
Your name
Membership Categories (check one)
[ Free Youth (up to age 18) Phone
L] $20.00 Individual '
$25.00 Family Email

O $30.00 Business
$50.00 Cornerstone Member

| would like to make an additional contribution in the
amount of §

I’'m interested in serving on a committee:

[J Land Preservation and Advocacy

[ Fundraising and Membership Recruitment

[ Programming

O Clean ups and Special Events

[ Landings

[ ! am Interested in becoming a board member

___Jackson County Chapter
__ Clark County Chapter

Please check here __if you would like to receive a receipt.

Return registration form and checks payable to:

Friends of the Black River
PO Box 475
Black River Falls, W1 54615

Reading the River ~ Fall 2024
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o Memberships are being gratefully accepted for 2024! o
i We depend on your support to keep Friends of the Black River a strong effective i
e protector of the watershed. e
. . . . A
z\i We want to keep this newsletter coming to your e-mail or mail box! o
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Contributions to Friends of the Black River are used for -
Charitable contributions received by the Friends affect the health of the river and watershed
of the Black River will be used to support the goals e Support the protection and improvement of the
outlined in the FBR bylaws. Black River and its watershed for the benefit of
Those goals are: the general public
» Educate members and the public about the ecol- e Develop a working relationship with local officials
ogy of the Black River watershed and threats to and collaborate with conservation organizations
its health o Promote improved health of the river and water-
e Promote sustainable use and recreation on the shed through conservation projects and education
Black River and its watershed e Purchase land or easements for conservation
e Increase public awareness and membership purposes

e Promote sound decision-making when issues

Support of our mission is greatly appreciated
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