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Spring on the Black River
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Although a bit of winter still lingers on the shore, the free-flowing Black
River shows spring has arrived. Photo by Adam Marciniak

Greetings from the president
One year after COVID and
we're still dealing with it. We’re
all tired of so many restrictions
to our activities.
Keep in mind that our Friends
group will continue with our mission concerning the Black River
and its watershed.
We will sponsor paddles this
spring as well as our Earth Day
Cleanup. We hope to resume inperson programs in September.

Meanwhile with spring coming, that means we will be able
to spend more time outdoors.
Take advantage of the warmer
weather to get some healthy
exercise.
Get your vaccine and stay
healthy...
Steve Rake
President

Vision

The Friends of the Black River is a citizen-led organization that is a wellinformed, respected, active contributor to projects and decision-making
enhancing the river and its watershed.

Mission
The Friends of the Black River will foster community appreciation,
understanding, and sustainable use of the river and its watershed by hosting
educational and enjoyable programs, events and conservation projects and by
promoting wise decision-making when issues affect the health of the Black
River Basin.

Upcoming meetings and events
Due to the pandemic, the presentation schedule has been suspended until gatherings are
considered safe to attend in person and the Lunda Community Center is reopened. Watch your
email for messages or go to the FBR Facebook page or website for updates.
FBR activity announcements are posted on FBR’s Facebook page and website, the Black River Area
Chamber of Commerce’s calendar of events and broadcasted on WWIS and WCCN radio.

2021 Cleanups Calendar
Saturday, April 17: Clark County Spring Cleanup,
tion Association roadside cleanup, 9 a.m., CTH O
8 a.m.—11 a.m., Mill Pond Park, Owen; Greenand STH 27
wood Park, Greenwood; Listeman Park, Neillsville Saturday, August 28: Jackson County river cleanSaturday, April 24: Jackson County Earth Day
up, 8 a.m.
Cleanup at Castle Mount State Park, 8 a.m. (no
Monday, September 27: Adopt-A-Highway CTH K
lunch will be served this year.)
cleanup, STH 54 to Rhyz Road, 8:30 a.m.
Monday, April 26: Adopt-A-Highway CTH K clean- Saturday, October 9: Robinson Creek roadside
up, STH 54 to Rhyz Road, 8:30 a.m.
cleanup, 9 a.m., CTH O and STH 27
Saturday, May 1 or 15: Robinson Creek PreservaFor more details, check the Jackson County and Clark County FBR Facebook pages.

Spring and summer paddling events
Saturday, March 27: Robinson Creek, put-in on Old
County Highway I, 10 a.m.
Sunday, March 28: Halls Creek, meet at Lower
Lake Park beach, 9 a.m.
Saturday, April 10: Black River, CTH K and Clay
School Road below the Hatfield Dam, 10 a.m.
Saturday, May 15: Black River, North Eddy to Arbutus, 10 a.m.
Sunday, May 16: East Fork Black River, Pray Road
bridge to the East Fork Road, 10 a.m.
Saturday, June 5: Robinson Creek Preservation
Association paddle, Old Highway I, 11 a.m.
Saturday, June 12: Whitewater paddle, Hatfield
dam release, 11 a.m.—2 p.m.
Saturday, June 26: Black River, Greenwood Park
to CTH OO, 10 a.m.

Saturday, July 3: Paddle in
the Park, Lunda Community Park kids’ fishing pond,
4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, July 10: Whitewater paddle Hatfield dam
release, 11 a.m.– 2 p.m.
Saturday, July 17: Kayak
instruction sessions, Wazee County Park beach,
11 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Saturday, July 24: Black River paddle, Ruby’s to
Wedges/Oppelt landing, 10 a.m.
Saturday, August 14: Whitewater paddle, Hatfield
dam release, 11 a.m.—2 p.m.
Saturday, August 21: Combined counties paddle,
tbd

For more information, contact Jeff at 715-896-5534.

Wildflower walks

Trout lily with spring beauties
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Saturday, May 8: Guided wildflower hike, meet at 9:30 a.m. in the
Black River Area Chamber of Commerce parking lot and car pool/
caravan to trail head. Self-guided tours can be made May 7, 8 and
9 on the Pettibone Pass trail.
Tuesday, July 20: Prairie flower walk (site to be determined), 6 p.m.,
walkers wanting to carpool should meet in the BRACC parking lot
at 120 N. Water Street, Black River Falls at 5:30 p.m., rain date:
Wednesday, July 21.
Event dates and times are subject to change
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FBR—Clark County Chapter News
The Friends of the Black River—Clark County Chapter is in the
final stages of installing signage at landings on the Black River and
connector streams to provide information to paddlers and other river and stream users.
The signs will be posted at
landings from County Highway X north of State Highway 29 to Lake Arbutus.
There are 17 signs on the
Black River and Lake Arbutus and three along Wedges Creek.
The plans also include putting signage on the Black
River East Fork and Morrison Creek.
The signs are satellite image maps that have information about the river and
links to other information
sources. The GPS coordinates of these landings
have been integrated into
the Google map on our
website. Maps of all these
An example of the signs being installed at various landings to inform Clark County sections will
also be available for downpaddlers and other river users of
load on our website.
their location in the watershed.

When completed, the signs will
be accompanied by brochure holders and trash bag dispensers.
While bags will be provided
through the dispensers, river users
are asked to adopt a practice of
taking home any refuse they accumulate during their outings.

PVC trash bag holders

Volunteers needed to test streams
The Water Action Volunteer program is planning this year’s stream monitoring season and the Friends
of the Black River welcomes volunteers to become trained to collect data about streams in the Black River watershed.
WAV, a program of UW-Madison Division of Extension’s Natural Resources Institute, trains and equips volunteers
in collecting data to record long–term trends of water quality in
the Black River watershed.
WAV is a great activity for families or friends working in
teams of two to collect the data about the water quality of
streams. The information is then entered into the statewide water-quality database.
Monitoring takes about two hours per month beginning in
May and running through October. Training and sampling
equipment are provided.
Anyone interested in volunteering in the program is encouraged to contact Pete Segerson at 715-333-2033 or email
ps205v@hotmail.com.

Reading the River ~ Spring 2021

3

FBR hosts first spring hike

About 20 hikers took part in an early spring hike March 21 on the East Bank Trail. The river has opened
and the weather enticed the hikers to get outside. Photos by Yvonne Mair

Supporting FBR’s mission
Charitable contributions received by the Friends of the Black
River will be used to support the goals outlined in the FBR bylaws.
Those goals are:
 Educate members and the public about the ecology of the
Black River watershed and threats to its health
 Promote sustainable use and recreation on the Black River
and its watershed
 Increase public awareness and membership
 Promote sound decision-making when issues affect the
health of the river and watershed
 Support the protection and improvement of the Black River
and its watershed for the benefit of the general public
 Develop a working relationship with local officials and collaborate with conservation organizations
 Promote improved health of the river and watershed
through conservation projects and education
 Purchase land or easements for conservation purposes
Information about how to help FBR with its mission can be
found on page 5 of this newsletter.

Thank you!!
We received the following
donations since the last newsletter:
Michael & Christina Mahan $100.00
Carl Herrmann & John Higgins $50.00
Nick Gebhardt from Stephen
& Betty Gebhardt Family
Foundation $1,000.00
Bryan VanMeter $300.00
Tom Turk $50.00
Gill Homstad $50.00
Co-Op Credit Union $70.00

Renewals and new memberships for 2021 are now being accepted.
Membership levels can be found on the membership form on page 5 of
this newsletter.
The address to send your new membership or renewal is also on the form.
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Ways to support FBR’s mission
You can help support the mission of the Friends of the Black River by remembering FBR in your
will, with memorials or honorariums. Checks can be made out to Friends of the Black River and
contributions should be sent to PO Box 475, Black River Falls, WI 54615. Thank you.
FBR sincerely thanks our members and other supporters for their continued dedication to FBR’s
mission to preserve and enhance the sustainable use of the Black River and its watershed.

Memberships always welcome
Memberships help Friends of the Black River continue its mission of preserving and caring for the Black
River.
Show your support for that mission by renewing
your membership.
If you are renewing your membership, you do not
need to send in a membership form unless there’s
been a change in your contact information.

Please help us stay current
Please help us keep in touch by letting
us know your new e-mail and/or postal
addresses when they change.
Send your e-mail address changes to
info_fbr@yahoo.com

Become a new member by filling out the membership form below and mailing it with your membership
dues to the mailing address listed on the form.

Support your watershed - Join the Friends of the Black River
Enroll me as a member
I would like to give this membership as a gift
(Card will be sent to recipient)

Occasion_____________________________
Your name____________________________

Membership Categories (check one)
$1.00
$15.00
$20.00
$30.00
$50.00

Youth (up to age 18)
Individual
Family
Business
Cornerstone Member

I would like to give an additional contribution
in the amount of $________
I’m interested in serving on a committee:
Land Preservation and Advocacy
Fundraising and Membership Recruitment
Programming
Clean ups and Special Events
Landings
I am Interested in becoming a board member

PLEASE PRINT
Name _______________________________
Address ______________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
__ Jackson County Chapter
__ Clark County Chapter
Phone _______________________________
Email ________________________________
Return registration form and checks payable to:
Friends of the Black River
PO Box 475
Black River Falls, WI 54615
Please check here __ if you would like to receive a receipt.
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Memberships are being gratefully
accepted for 2021!
We depend on your support to keep Friends
of the Black River a strong effective
protector of the watershed.
We want to keep this newsletter coming to
your e-mail or mail box!

www.friendsoftheblackriver.org
The Black River Watershed

PO Box 475
Black River Falls, WI 54615

Friends of the Black River

