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The Friends of the Black River will foster community appreciation, 
understanding, and sustainable use of the river and its watershed by hosting 
educational and enjoyable programs, events and conservation projects and by 
promoting wise decision-making when issues affect the health of the Black 
River Basin. 

Mission 

Vision 
The Friends of the Black River is a citizen-led organization that is a well-
informed, respected, active contributor to projects and decision-making 
enhancing the river and its watershed. 
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A Citizens’ watershed  
conservation organization 

Board of Directors 
Greetings from the president 

  Summer is here and I'm 
tired of mowing lawn already. 
Unfortunately the heat is here 
already and the humidity will be 
too.  

We just had a great presenta-
tion by the Wisconsin Wetlands 
Association on the value of wet-
lands in the landscape.  

Our next activity will be at the 
pond in Lunda Community Park 
on June 30 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
We will bring kayaks and some 
paddle boards for people to try. 
Previous years, kids trying out 
the kayaks and paddleboards 
had a great time .  

What’s happening here? 

Greetings, continued on page 6 

Reading the River 

The Friends of the Black River 
PO Box 475 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 
www.friendsoftheblackriver.org 

Info_fbr@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Pat McKnight 

pmcknight@centurytel.net Photo by Pat McKnight 

A group of FBR mem-
bers and friends enjoyed 
a special springtime hike 
in the woods in May. 

The hikers searched 
along the trail for the early 
blooms of the season. 

The trail offered a variety 
of native as well as a few 
non-native plants for the 
hikers to inspect and iden-
tify. 

To learn of some of the 
plants the hikers found 
see page 3.  



Reading the River ~ Summer 2018 2 

 

Upcoming meetings 

Saturday, June 30—Annual Paddle in the Park 
Tuesday, July 17—Prairie plant walk, time and 
place to be determined. Watch your email inbox for 
information. 
Wednesday, July 18—Prairie walk rain date 
Saturday, August 25—Annual river cleanup 
Wednesday, September 12—Monthly meeting, 

program to be determined 
Wednesday, October 10—Annual meeting, En-
dangered insects and insect hotels. 
Wednesday, November 14—Monthly meeting, 
program to be determined. 
Tuesday, December 4—Annual holiday party 
and movie night 

Upcoming paddling events 

Kayaking demonstration and in-
struction— At Lake Wazee 
beach, Saturday, July 21. Begin-
ner to advance kayaking instruc-
tion available. Park’s admission 
fee applies. 

 
Hatfield Dam releases—The Hatfield 

Dam will hold releases this year to 
provide whitewater paddling expe-
rience for the adventurous pad-
dler.  

The releases will be 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Saturday, July 14, Saturday, Au-
gust 11 and Saturday, September 
8. 

For more information, contact Jeff 
Polzin at 715-896-5534. 

Youngsters enjoyed an afternoon of paddling on the 
youth fishing pond at Lunda Community Park during a 
past Paddle in the Park event. FBR file photo 

Friends of the Black River will sponsor 
its annual Paddle in the Park Saturday, 
June 30, at Lunda Community Park  kids’ 
fishing pond from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Kayaks and standup water boards 
along with water safely gear will be avail-
able for anyone to learn or try paddling. 

A freewill donation will be accepted for 
the continued maintenance of the Black 
River Falls community park. 

To volunteer to help with the event or 
for more information contact Steve Rake 
at 715-284-2087 or email to info_fbr@ 
yahoo. com. 

 Unless indicated otherwise, the Wednesday evening programs will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the lower 
level community room of the Jackson County Bank.  

Jeff Polzin (left) helps a kayaker learn how upright her kay-
ak by rolling at a past kayaking instruction event held at 
Lake Wazee. FBR file photo 

mailto:info_fbr@yahoo.com
mailto:info_fbr@yahoo.com
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Hikers learn about spring wildflowers during annual walk 

Twenty-one hikers 
joined FBR in a 
spring wildflower 
walk along the trail 
above Dickey Creek 
May 12. 

Because of the late 
arrival of spring 
weather, the Dutch-
man’s breeches were 
still in bloom along 
the trail. 

The marsh area 
connected with the 
creek was abloom 
with yellow marsh 
marigolds and the 
hillside with trilliums. 

Trillium 

Fish line recycle bins available to anglers 

Marsh marigold Dutchman’s breeches 

FBR member Shaun Lescher has made and in-
stalled a monofilament fishing line recycling bin at 
the landing above the Black River Falls dam.  

Monofilament fishing line is single-strand, high 
density nylon that can harm wildlife if left in the wa-
ter or on shore. The line can kill animals becoming 
entangled in it or ingesting it. The string can also 
endanger swimmers and divers and damage boat 
propellers.  

Throwing it in the trash can still pose a problem 
for wildlife as birds can take it from open receptacles 
and become entangled; it could also ensnare ani-
mals who visit landfills. 

The line can be recycled into plastic pellets and 
used to make products such as tackle boxes, spools 
for fishing line, toys and fish habitat structures. 

A fishing line collection bin made of PVC pipe has been 
installed at the landing above the dam in Black River 
Falls. The line collected in the bin will be recycled. 
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Program speaker talked about the importance of wetlands 
 

Wisconsin Wetlands Association Executive Director Tra-
cy Hames (left) discussed a wetland issue with Friends 
of the Black River member Andy Ellingson at the June 
13 meeting. Photo by  Pat McKnight 

Wetland program, continued on page 6 

A wetland is much more than a pothole hold-
ing rainwater. Though they can vary, wetlands 
of all types play critical roles in flood protection 
for farmland and municipalities, the water quali-
ty of surface and underground water tables and 
habitat for wildlife. 

“Wetlands grab water and slow it down,” said 
Tracy Hames, executive director of Wisconsin 
Wetland Association. “They reduce erosion and 
capture sediment. They support native vegeta-
tion and enhance trout habitat. If you lose them 
(wetlands), you lose the trout stream.” 

Hames presented a program about the im-
portance of wetlands at the June 13 Friends of 
the Black River’s meeting. As WWA’s executive 
director since 2012, Hames travels throughout 
the state to help communities understand how 
wetlands can be solutions to habitat degrada-
tion, diminished water quality and flooding.   

“Wetlands are the areas between the places 
that are always dry and the lands that are al-
ways wet,” said Hames, “and isolated wetlands 
are where water flows in but doesn’t appear to 
flow out.” 

He described the various types of wetlands, 
ranging from the temporarily wetland such as 
ephemeral ponds to forested wetlands such as 
marshes and swamps.  

“Ephemeral ponds catch snowmelt and are 
among the most under-appreciated and unrec-
ognized wetlands,” said Hames, “but they are 
some of the most important for managing wa-
ter.” 

Isolated wetlands are natural habitats that 
don’t seem to be connected to other surface 
waters such as streams, rivers or lakes. The 
state’s wetlands are a varied mix of vegetation 
and wildlife biomes. 

“From a wetland standpoint, we have some 
of the most diverse wetlands in the country,” 
said Hames. 

In the Driftless region, many wetlands are 
located in higher elevations above streams and 
rivers. When these wetlands are drained, they 
no longer serve as holding ponds for snow melt 
or rain waters. 

 “Water comes off the Driftless area faster 
than it ever has, leading to flashier floods and 
blowing out culverts and roads,” said Hames. 

“Wetland loss leads to gully formation. Where we 
have impaired waterways, we’ve lost wetlands.” 

Wisconsin has five million acres of wetlands, half 
the amount Wisconsin had before Europeans settled 
in the state. Of the remaining five million acres, more 
than 20 percent are identified as isolated wetlands.  

Hames discussed the how state sponsored legis-
lation concerning wetlands will impact the environ-
ment as well as human development. 

The Wisconsin legislature passed a comprehen-
sive law in 2001 to protect isolated wetlands. Be-
cause isolated wetlands are not thought to be con-
nected to navigable waters, they fall under the state’s 
jurisdiction rather than the federal government’s au-
thority. 

When it was first introduced, the 2018 Wisconsin 
Wetlands bill originally eliminated any local control of 
isolated wetlands, exempting every isolated wetland 
from permitting and removing any protection of the 
habitats.  

Sportsmen’s and other conservation groups joined 
WWA in education legislators about the importance 
of protecting wetlands and how the legislation could 
create a more complex permitting process than previ-
ously required.  

Through the work of wetland supporters, the 
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Program attendees learn about frog and their songs  

Attendees at the Friends of the Black River 
April meeting were led in singing the songs of 
Wisconsin frogs and not one of the lyrics was 
“ribbet.” 

Beaver Creek Reserve naturalist Ruth 
Forsgren and “frog chorus director” introduced 
FBR members and their guests to the calls of 
the state’s various frog species. Forsgren pre-
sented the program about frogs and the im-
portant role they play in the environment at the 
April 11 FBR meeting.  

She admitted a California frog species does 
make a call most Americans associate with 
frogs. Along with that generally accepted frog 
vocalization, Forsgren said moviegoers and 
television watchers have also been influenced 
by a Muppet into believing all frogs are the 
same color. 

“Hollywood has messed up our minds a bit,” 
said Forsgren. “Not all frogs say ribbet and not 
all frogs are green.” 

The human chorus at the frog program 
“sang” a variety of male frog calls, ranging from 
a sustained trill to the sound resembling a 
thumb rubbing a balloon to a thumbnail strok-
ing the teeth of a comb to the clicking of metal 
ball bearings tapping each other to the sound 
of woodpeckers at work. 

Wisconsin is home to 12 species of frogs 
and one toad species, the American toad.  In 
addition to the toad, frogs found in the state 
include the wood frog, the spring peeper, the 
chorus frog, the leopard frog, the pickerel frog, 
the eastern gray tree frog, the Cope’s gray tree 
frog, the Blanchard’s cricket frog, the green 
frog, the mink frog and the bull frog. 

The sound of male frogs’ mating calls is 
considered a herald of spring. However this 
year, they had yet to be heard in the area be-
cause colder temperatures this month have 
kept ice on the ponds where the cold-blood 
animals overwinter. Frogs survive winter’s cold 
and frozen conditions in the mud of the ponds 
or under leaf litter. 

Most frogs live in or near small permanent 
ponds or ephemeral pools formed by snow 
melt and spring rains. Frogs prefer smaller 
bodies of water because the ponds provide 
habitat for laying their eggs as well as the 
means for avoiding enemies.  

“Bigger ponds have more predators,” said 
Forsgren. “Frog eggs and tadpoles are a good 
food source for fish and mammals. Out of 100 
to 200 eggs laid, only two tadpoles will live to 
reach adulthood.” 

The American toad has adapted a special 

Beaver Creek Reserve naturalist Ruth Forsgren (left) gave 
Friends of the Black River members Ruth Casper (center) 
and Caroline Olson a close-up look at a tree frog following 
her presentation on the frogs of Wisconsin at the FBR April 
meeting. Photo by Pat McKnight 

protection against predators. The species has glands 
on its back just behind its head that excretes a liquid 
making it unappetizing as a meal. 

“Fox and coyote know not to eat toads, but some 
domestic dogs take longer to learn (not to eat toads),” 
said Forsgren. 

A graduate of UW-Stevens Point with degrees in 
environmental education/interpretation and youth pro-
gramming/camp management, Forsgren has been 
with Beaver Creek Reserve for 26 years.  

She holds classes for students visiting the reserve, 
teaching them frogs are very susceptible to chemical 
contaminates in the environment, and an abundance 
of frogs in an area indicates a healthy environment.  

“Frogs are a keystone species,” said Forsgren. 
“They can breathe through their skin as well as their 
lungs and are an indicator of habitat health, often the 
first to be affected by pollution or degradation of an 
ecosystem. Frogs also help to keep an ecosystem in 
balance by eating a large variety of insects and small 
animals.” 

A die-off or an absence of frogs indicates a problem 
with the environment’s water, air or soil. Alarmingly, 
the amphibians’ spring serenades are becoming less 
common and a lack of frogs in an ecosystem can have 
disturbing implications for humans.  

Forsgren did have some good news about some 
species on the rebound. The bull frog seems to be 
making a comeback after a period of over-harvesting. 
They were hunted to supply restaurants with frog legs 
for their menus and as specimens for high school biol-
ogy classes. She also related there are indications the 
number of endangered Blanchard’s cricket frog seems 
to be on the rise.  



 

Greetings from the president,  
continued from page 1 

Water Action Volunteer report 
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On July 17, we will have a prairie 
walk and always have an interesting 
time identifying native plants. Last 
year’s walk got cancelled due to 
weather. Hopefully, we'll have better 
weather this year, but we’re setting a 
rain date on July 18 just in case.  

Later this summer, we will hold our 
annual river clean-up on Aug. 25th. 
We can always use your help.  

So join us for some of these 
events and help us work toward a 
cleaner environment. 

~ Steve Rake  

The Water Action Volunteer program kicked off 
this year’s stream monitoring season with a get-
together at Skyline Golf Club. Four two-person 
teams received the equipment needed to test the 
health of various streams in the Black River water-
shed. 

Stream testing is done once a month May 
through October and takes only a couple hours 
each month to take samples and post the infor-
mation on a website. 

The surface waters are tested for air and water 
temperature, turbidity, dissolved oxygen and cur-
rent flow. Samples are also taken of the aquatic 
life present in the streams.   

Testing for phosphorus will not be conducted 
this year.  

New volunteers are welcome. If interested in 
being a WAV stream monitor contact Pete Seger-
son at 715-333-2033. 

Cornerstone members support FBR’s mission with a 
$50 annual membership. Cornerstone memberships re-
ceived during the recent membership drive were:  

Co-op Credit Union  
Wayne & Lynn Clark 
Todd Ambs and Beth Wentzel  
Dan and Ginny Helsel 
John Elliott 
Alan Powell—$100 donation 

FBR sincerely thanks our members and other sup-
porters for their continued dedication to FBR’s mission to 
preserve and enhance the sustainable use of the Black 
River and its watershed for the enjoyment and welfare of 
the resource users. 

Cornerstone members and supporters 

statewide exemption was narrowed to only allow 
the filling of wetlands in incorporated areas and 
farmlands. The bill also kept the mitigation require-
ment, which requires the wetland function for flood 
water storage, water quality protection, fish and 
wildlife habitat and groundwater recharge be re-
placed. 

“Legislation is important, but there’s a need to 
go beyond protection,” said Hames. “We need to 
restore hundreds of thousands of acres of wet-
lands and bigger is not always better.” 

Though disappointed certain isolated wetlands 
won’t receive protection, Hames commented one 
of the more positive aspects of the legislation was 
the creation of a council to identify and address 
regulatory issues. 

WWA works to educate  about the hazards of 

developing on wetlands. Such development can 
result in unstable building foundations and wet 
basements.  

With 75 percent of the state’s wetlands located 
on private lands, WWA is working with property 
owners to restore and protect the wetlands of all 
sizes on their land. 

Fifty years ago, WWA was the first statewide 
wetlands association in the 
country. The organization 
envisions a state where wet-
lands are healthy, plentiful 
and support ecological and 
societal needs, and where 
citizens care for, appreciate 
and interact with the natural 
treasures. 

Wetland program, continued from page 4 



  

Support your watershed - Join the Friends of the Black River 

Name 

Address 

 

Phone 

Email 

Return registration and checks payable to: 
 

Friends of the Black River 
PO Box 475 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 

Comments/Questions: 

Enroll me as a member 
 

Membership Categories (check one) 

I’m interested in serving on a committee: 

$1.00 Youth (up to age 18) 
$15.00 Individual 
$20.00 Family 
$30.00 Organization or Business 
$50.00 Cornerstone Member 

Land Preservation and Advocacy 
Fundraising and Membership Recruitment 
Programming 
Cleanups and Special Events 
Landings 
I am Interested in becoming a board member 

I would like to give an additional contribution  
in the amount of  $________ 

Please check here __ if you would like to receive a receipt. 

 

Please help us stay current 

Please help us keep in touch by letting 

us know your new e-mail and/or postal 

addresses when they change. 

Send your e-mail address changes to 

info_fbr@yahoo.com 
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Memberships always welcome 

Become a new member by filling out the membership form below and mailing it with your membership 
dues to the mailing address listed on the form. 

Ways to support FBR’s mission  

You can help support the mission of the Friends of the Black River by remembering FBR in your will or 
with memorials or honorariums.  

Checks can be made out to Friends of the Black River and contributions should be sent to PO Box 475, 
Black River Falls, WI 54615. Thank you. 

 

Memberships help Friends of the Black River con-
tinue its mission of preserving and caring for the Black 
River.  

Show your support for that mission by renewing 
your membership. 

If you are renewing your membership, you do not 
need to send in a membership form unless there has 
been a change in your contact information. 

I would like to give this membership as a gift  
(Card will be sent to recipient) 

       Occasion_____________________________ 

       Name of recipient________________________ 

Donations made to assist FBR with its mission since the fall newsletter: 
FBR received a $500 anonymous donation made through the Black River Area Foundation.  



 

Friends of the Black River 
PO Box 475 
Black River Falls, WI 54615 

The Black River Watershed 

www.friendsoftheblackriver.org 

 Memberships are being gratefully 

accepted for 2018! 

We depend on your support to keep Friends 

of the Black River a strong effective 

protector of the watershed. 

We want to keep this newsletter coming to 

your e-mail or mail box!  

 

 


